Knot Tables

Brief History of (Prime) Knot Tabulation

Gauss knew and thought about knots — 1833 integral formula
for linking number. Before him, Vandermonde (1771) wrote a
seminal paper on topology & discussed knots.

Atomic model [Kelvin, late 1800’s]

Atoms are knotted vortices in the ether.

This theory, albeit vastly incorrect, led to the first serious work
in knot theory.

@ Tait (1876), a colleague of Kelvin — knots to 7 crossings
@ Kirkman (1885, British) — knot projections
@ Little (1885, Nebraska) — knots to 10 crossings

@ by 1900, Tait, Kirkman, Little had produced all < 10
crossing knots and all 11 crossing alternating knots
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